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© subject: ish Request for Information on the Raoul
é Wallenberq Casc

Swodish BEmbalsy Pol:itical Counselor, Mats Beraquist,
called on me] February 1 to pose several questions on this
cane. I would appreciate your passing these to NSA, CIA

; an? any oth-t appropriate members of the wWashington intel-
1 ligence nity. If we have the informatinn requested,
' I would we would be forthcoming in sharing it with

- ' ¢ ‘\ the Swedes, in view of the political and humanitarian con-l

~siderations linvolves.

T " Dackground

Racul Wallenberg (not related to the industrial Wallenbergs)
was a Swedish diplomat in Budapest during the second World
War. In that capacity. hc was instrumenta) in sarina the
lives of thousands >f Jews, by issuing them Swedish passa-
ports which allowed them to oscape Hungary. The Pussians
arrested Wallenberg when they took Budapest. liis status
and whereabouts has been an isaue in Swedish’Sovi:* re-
lations since.

The Soviets informed the Swedish Government in 1955 that
Wallenberg had died in a Moscow prison in 1917, bhlaned
this on the excesses of Beria and oxpressed ~ffirial re-
: aret. Reoccurring reports have surfaced sinre 1955, how-
' ever, that Wallenberg was still alive in one or another |
Russian prison. Onc of thesr reports was i) testimony
before the Senate Internal Sccurity Subcommittec on
February 1-2, 1973, during hearings on 1'SSP labor farms.
Avraham Shifrins, » former Soviat citizen who now 1jves
in Israel, testificd that he had met Wallenbcr? in the
! 1960's at a Soviet prison camp on Wrangel Island, north
: of the Bering Sound, bectween Siberia and Alaska. This
raport was corrobnrated in a letter by a former vap

i o (] rim Mishinski, also kpown a8 Kezlay,
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! This letter was published sith the text nf the Hearings.
Swedish security officials have interview~d b~ th Shifrins
and Mishinski in Israel.
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A more recent report was included in a story in the
Decesber 19th issue of the New York Magazine (pg. 45).
This alleges that Wallenberg was allve In a Soviet mental
hospital as pt three years ago. Were he still alive
Wallenberg wpuld now e seventy years of age.

The Wall g case i3 still of considerable nliticral '
and Rumanitarian interest. It is kept alive ' Walden-
berg's mother in Stockhoim, as woll as by formar Kunitagian
Jews now resiident ir Sweden, tha US, or elsewhere. Senator
Prank Churcif has called Ambassador Wachtmeister within

the last woeks in response to sn inquiry from one of
his constituants. Swedish Parliamentarians rrgularly

! pose gquestiohs for Government response in the Riksdag,

The Swedish [lovernment last raised this case with us in
January 1974, when Ymbassy officer lars Ake “ielgson
3¢/Posed certain questions to Sfwedish Desk Officer John Owens.
According to Bergquist, we were, at that time, unable to I
confirm or dony the existencc of a Soviet prison camp on
Wrangel Islanhd. Wc also indicated that we thauqbt
,Shifrins‘ testimnny was anly "partially incnrrect™,

1SOYS” Swedish g!!tionl

rt a What is our view on veracity of Mishinski's report?

After interviewing him the Swedes doudbt how much weight
to qive his comments. He was, for example, nnahte to
jdentify Wallenberg in photographs.

Can we provide information, from satellite photography
wv or ather sources, that would confirm or Aceny the
<

-~

existence of a prison camp on Wrange!l Taland?
3. Why do we believe that Shifrins’ testimony was only
—partially correct, and do we have a judgment on his
%mluc commints on ¥allenberg? |
4. Shifrins also mentioned a former US military officer,

.g 1,1__...-. Alexander Shornik, who he said was also intarncd on
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Wrangel! Island (pages 15-16 of testimony). Do we
have inflependent confirmation on this, or infor-
mation pn Shornik's current status or whereabouts?
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S. In the pvent that we can provide responses to any

. of the jbove, which may be used by Sweden publically
= end whith must. be held in confidence? |
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